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What a fantast ic 2 months in the 

role as the Ecology Vision Facilitator. 

Lots of conversat ions within the 

community and a successful 

community event at Okupu.  Thanks 

for all your support, bring on 2020! 

Hope you all have a great Christmas .

SURVEY BEACH CLEAN-UP

SHORT FILM                 

A community survey went out for 

the month of October to gather 

information on residents? opinions 

and priorit ies for restorat ion and 

enhancement of Aotea. The key aim 

being to try and figure out what 

people want to see where and why, 

and to see if people have knowledge 

of what the Ecology Vision is. These 

results are current ly being 

summarised and results will be 

released in the new year. A huge 

thanks to all those who part icipated.

 

An Eco-Art exhibit ion ?Expression 

Through Nature? an outdoor sculpture 

exhibit ion to create awareness of our 

nat ive wildlife treasures and ecological 

restorat ion on Aotea. This event is 

planned as part  of Matariki July 2020. 

You can enter as an individual or group 

(i.e., school, business, trust) working 

together to create a sculpture using 

recycled/reused or natural (i.e., wood, 

shell, feather) products which displays 

your connect ion to the environment. 

More information to come!

 A short  film (current ly in planning 
process) will provide a unique 
opportunity for people to hear local 
stories (journey through years past 
and learn of what the environment 
was like on Aotea), celebrate 
community success and inspire and 
engage people in ecological 
restorat ion  and protect ion within 
the community.      

ECO-ART 

 A community beach clean-up event 
at Okupu on  November 23rd,  had all 
that Aotea spirit  oozing with over 50 
PEOPLE part icipat ing and 50 kg of 
rubbish collected! It  was so great to 
see so many people there, from 
young families, through to 
great-grandparents.  Top effort  team!

Thanks to DOC for covering landfill 
fees. Auckland council pre-paid 
rubbish bags are available for 
disposing of beach collected rubbish, 
please get in contact, details below.

AOTEA TRAP LIBRARY
Rat Season is upon us - so let?s get 
trapping! The Aotea Trap Library is up 
and operational. Traps and wooden 
housings are FREE in exchange for your 
catch data. Please contact myself or 
through a trap library coordinator near 
you. For more information see 

https://www.gbiet.org/trap-library 



          
INTEREST PIECE

 By Sarah Dwyer, DOC Dolphin  Expert

On the evening of Sunday 17th 

November, a single dolphin was found 

in the shallows at the southern end of 

Okupu beach. A group of dolphins had 

been seen in the bay during the day but 

had since departed. DOC, who are 

responsible for the welfare of all 

stranded cetaceans (whales, dolphins, 

and porpoises), were grateful to 

receive the report  via the DOC 

emergency hot line and set about 

coordinat ing a response. Photographs 

from observers on the beach confirmed 

that it  was a common dolphin 

(Delphinus sp.) and that there was no 

sign of external injury or trauma. Given 

that it  was almost dark, the t ide was 

incoming and there was no danger of 

the dolphin overheat ing, a response 

was planned for first  light. There was 

no sign of the dolphin the following 

morning, so it  seems the best-case 

scenario occurred during the night 

with the dolphin swimming away on its 

own accord.   Thanks go to Phillipa 

Howcroft  for report ing the stranding 

and checking the beach early the 

following morning along with the DOC 

team, and to Hannah Gale for being on 

standby as one of our Aotea trained 

Project Jonah marine mammal medics. 

Please remember to report  all wildlife 

emergencies to DOC via the DOC 

Hotline ? 0800 DOC HOT (0800 362 

468). 

ORUAWHARO MEDLANDS ECO-VISION

Ecology vision website current ly under development ! To be launched 2020

Oruwharo Medlands Eco-vision (OME) group now has funding for 2 part  t ime 

posit ions  to help with the community-led ecological protect ion and restorat ion 

project.  The group has been busy laying tracking tunnels, sett ing and checking traps  

(>100), monitoring shore birds, and working with local children to make penguin 

crossing signs. The group will be touring up Oruawhao Creek this week to discuss 

stream health and restorat ion plant ing. Here is a summary from Lotte:  

?The OME have completed the first of weekly checks of the traps in the dunes and reserves 

around Medlands. As predicted by the monitoring carried out in early November, there was 

quite a high catch rate of both rats and mice. The monitoring also showed prints of at least 

two different types of skinks, moko and copper. In the last week we have noticed both 

dotterel and oyster catcher chicks appearing on the beach at Medlands. Good work 

everyone for giving them enough space and peace to hatch. There are still more nests to be 

aware of though, so keep your eyes peeled for distressed parents trying to protect their 

eggs, and please don't linger if you see them.? 

Ecology Vision, proudly supported and 

funded by the Aotea, Great Barrier 

Island Local Board .

Feedback welcome. For more 

information please contact: 

Taryn Wilks, Ecology Vision Facilitator  

Email: taryn@sustainableaotea.co.nz 

Phone: 09 4290 626
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