
 

         

AOTEA PESTIVAL 2021 
1 pm Saturday 24th April 2021, Claris Conference Centre 

 

 

Hear stories from other islands undertaking large-scale pest suppression and 
eradication projects and learn about innovative technologies for pest control. 

Guest speakers from all over NZ including Stewart Island/Rakiura! 
 

Please find an agenda for the day below and an introduction to each 

presentation overleaf. 

 

 

For more information, email ecologyvisiongbi@gmail.com / Website www.ecologyvision.co.nz 
 

Brought to you by the Ecology Vision. Event supported by Aotea Great Barrier Local Board, 
Auckland Council Natural Environment Targeted Rate.  

AGENDA 

1.00 -1.15pm  Registration and Reception   

 

1.15 – 1.30pm Welcome, Rodney Ngawaka 
 
1.30 – 2pm 

 
Introduction to Pest Free Auckland & the Natural 
Environment Targeted Rate, Auckland Council.   
 

2.00 – 2.30pm 
 
2.30 – 3pm 

Predator Free 2050 Ltd, Guest Speaker Tim Higham 
 
Stewart Island / Rakiura Community & Environment Trust 
(SIRCET). Guest Speaker, Shona Shangster 

 

3 – 3.30pm Afternoon Tea  

  

3.30 – 4pm Cacophony Project (innovative pest management 
technology). Guest Speaker, Shaun Ryan 

 
4pm – 4.30pm 
 
 
4.30 – 4.45pm 

 
Project Island Song (Bay of Islands’ wildlife sanctuary). Guest 
Speaker, BJ Black 
 
Close – Rodney Ngawaka 
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Overview of Aotea Pestival Presentations 

Pest Free Auckland & the Natural Environment Targeted Rate - Auckland Council  

Pest Free Auckland is a community-led conservation programme facilitated by Auckland Council. Its 
goals are to eradicate (remove pest animals, plants, and pathogens), restore (restore and connect 
ecosystems and introduce native species) and tell stories (showcase community action and celebrate 
success). Pest Free Auckland is partly funded by the Natural Environment Targeted Rate, introduced 
in July 2018 to help eliminate threats to our native species. 

Predator Free 2050 Ltd – Guest Speaker Tim Higham 

Predator Free 2050 Limited was created to support the government’s goal of removing rats, stoats, 

and possums from New Zealand by 2050. The company is currently co-funding 11 ambitious large 

landscape projects led by councils, community trusts and Iwi entities around the country. It is also 

backing 15 new product developments, to be field ready within 36 months, and invests in break-

through focussed research.  

Stewart Island / Rakiura Community & Environment Trust (SIRCET) – Guest Speaker, Chair 

Shona Sangster 

The Stewart Island / Rakiura Community & Environment Trust (SIRCET) is a non-profit organisation 
founded in 2003 to promote projects that benefit the Stewart Island / Rakiura community and its 
environment. The focus is predominantly ecological restoration through control of pests and 
weeds. SIRCET runs the Halfmoon Bay Habitat Restoration Project (HMBHRP). Initiated in 2002, the 
HMBHRP controls possums, rats, and feral cats on private and public land around Halfmoon Bay. To date 
210ha, comprised of over 200 land titles has coordinated pest control. Sustained control has resulted in a 
dramatic increase in the number of native birds present around the township. In areas outside of the 
project’s protection, forest bird numbers have remained lower, a strong indication that SIRCET’s control is 
benefiting bird populations.  

Cacophony Project – Guest Speaker, Manager Shaun Ryan 

Every day, all around New Zealand, the dawn chorus tells us that our birdlife is one of our greatest 
treasures. Yet, New Zealand’s native birds are under threat from introduced predators such as 
possums, rats, and stoats. How can modern information technology help to solve this problem? The 
Cacophony Project is developing a set of technologies to be deployed throughout New Zealand.  

Project Island Song – Guest Speaker BJ Black 

Project Island Song is the Bay of Islands’ wildlife sanctuary. The seven main islands in the eastern Bay 

of Islands have been pest mammal free since 2009, and the natural eco-systems are being restored. 

Thousands of trees have been planted, and five rare and endangered species have been reintroduced. 

Many more species are planned. In this wildlife sanctuary you can discover the home of some of the 

world’s most fascinating and rare wildlife.  

 
 

For more information, email ecologyvisiongbi@gmail.com / Website www.ecologyvision.co.nz 
 

Brought to you by the Ecology Vision. Event supported by Aotea Great Barrier Local Board, Auckland 
Council Natural Environment Targeted Rate.  
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